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PERFORMANCE – “NĀ KŪKULU” (The Pillars) HULA PERFORMANCE WITH NONA BEAMER & ʻOHANA 

Raw Tape #s: HPS 0579, HPS 0580 

Date: July 26, 2005 

Location: Ka ‘Aha Hula ‘o Halauaola (World Conference on Hula), Maui Arts & Cultural Center, Wailuku, Pūʻali 

Komohana, Maui 

Moderator: Alakai Peleka  

Videographers: Gene Kois, Sally Hill 

 

[TEXT & PHOTO] 

Nona Beamer 

Kumu Hula 

 

(00:20) 

 

[ROLLING TEXT] 

Auntie Nona Beamer began her hula life at an early age, having been born into the renowned Beamer family. 

 

Her grandmother Helen Desha Beamer was her primary mentor and inspiration. 

 

Auntie Nona was a natural teacher as well as a performer, and spent her life sharing her beloved culture in the classroom 

and in front of audiences across Hawaiʻi and the world. 

 

At the 2005 Ka ʻAha Hula ʻo Hālauaola Conference on Maui, Auntie Nona was invited to perform at the “Nā Kūkulu, The 

Pillars” evening program. 

 

Never one to hog the stage, she brought along a few family members.  Enjoy! 

 

(1:07) 

 

AP: It is my privilege to introduce Auntie Nona Beamer and the incredible Beamer family. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

NB: It is such a pleasure to be here with you, friends [CHEER].  And we think about the welcome chants we have 

done over the years and how meaningful they become as I get older.  I think how special it is when friends are 

together.  Things are so beautiful.  The air is fresh and sweet, the leis smell sweeter, because we are all friends.  It 

doesn’t matter who we are or where we have come from, where we go from here. What does matter is to share 

this time of aloha.  And the poet leaves us with a blessing: May all good be with you to fill your hearts with love.  

 

(2:14) 

 

NB: [CHANTS: Oli Aloha] 

 

(3:02) 

 

[APPLAUSE] 
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NB: And now with my beautiful Moanalani standing here, we would like to present a very special man in our lives: my 

son, her husband.  And he is a recording star.  What recording companies, honey? 

 

MOANA BEAMER (MB): Dancing Cats Wyndham Hill. 

 

NB: Dancing Cats. 

 

MB: Ohea Records. 

 

NB: Ohea Records.  I thought there was one more. 

 

MB: Oh, Canyon. 

 

NB: Canyon.  You see, I forget.  And a new author, Keola Beamer. [CHUCKLES] 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

NB: [CHUCKLES] 

 

KB: [CHUCKLES] Thanks, Mom. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: We were fortunate to be raised in a very beautiful place so on the island of Hawai‘i, a small little town called 

Waimea.  My grandfather had a homestead ranch on the slopes of the beautiful Mauna Kea.  And every day we’d 

watch the mountain, and we watched the mountain change her moods with every passing cloud, with every 

shower ... with every moment of sunlight ... And so I wrote a song about this beautiful mountain and the place 

where we all grew up together, called the Beauty of Mauna Kea. 

 

(4:58) 

 

[KB PLAYS NOSE FLUTE; CHANTS; PLAYS GUITAR] 

 

KB: Would you turn on the announcer mic, please. 

 

[KB PLAYS GUITAR AS NB NARRATES] 

 

NB: Evenings at the Beamer Ranch were always joyous.  The air was crisp and cool.  Mother lit the kerosene lamps 

for warmth, and the ranch house glowed in amber hue. [SIGHS] So cozy.  And from our dining room table, we 

could see beautiful Mauna Kea.  When I saw her crowned with twinkling stars, I felt like I was saying my prayers.  

God seemed so close.  And our ranch house seemed so small, beside the majestic grandeur of Mauna Kea.  

 

[KB CONTINUES PLAYING GUITAR & SINGS: The Beauty of Mauna Kea; NB HUMS SOME HARMONY; 

MOANALANI DANCES HULA]  

[NB NARRATES] 

NB: At early morning when we awoke, Mauna Kea woke with us.  It was as though she was our kahu, our family 

guardian ... watching over us as we went about our daily lives.  She was a constant source of strength to us ... a 

reminder for us to hold fast to our ideals.  She was our kupuna, a loving presence.  She was with us every moment 

... of every day. 
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(11:55) 

 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: We’re going to ask my sister Maile to come join us on stage.  How about a big hand for Maile Beamer Loo. 

 

NB: [CHUCKLES] 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

NB: So happy for you to meet my hānai daughter, Maile Beamer Loo.  Keola always wanted a sister. [KISS] And now 

he has one. [CHUCKLES] 

 

KB: I keep telling her, When are we going to take a bath together? 

[LAUGHTER] 

ML: It’s not gonna happen. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: You might be a little too old for that. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: Well, thank you, sweetheart. 

 

KB: Mom, do you wanna tell a story of Ka Hana Kamalii? 

 

NB: Well, Keola loves these stories I’ve told him since he was a little kid.  But this is a Kona story.  We lived in 

Nāpo‘opo‘o.  My great granduncle had a home there, the Reverend Stephen Desha, and we lived with him when 

we were little.  

 

A big deal was to go into Kona when the ship came in that brought the cattle.  And we would watch the cattle 

being unloaded from the old Humuula, and we would imitate everything going on.  Well, my Sweetheart 

Grandma thought that was such a great thing; she wrote a little song about it.  Ka Hana Kamali‘i, what are the 

children doing?  And the grownups, of course, would be asking when they watched, the children were telling the 

story of blindfolding the cattle, and the cowboys going out to bring them into the forest.  Ka Hana Kamalii! 

 

KB: In keeping with our family tradition, hula is life, you know.  So, not only is it beautiful and awe-inspiring, it’s also 

just plain fun. 

[LAUGHTER] 

 

(13:46) 

 

[KB PLAYS & SINGS: Ka Hana Kamaliʻi; NB & ML DANCE HULA] 

 

(15:32) 

 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

KB: Aaah!  Beautiful.  Thank you, Maile.  Mahalo nui. 

[APPLAUSE] 
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KB: So ... what a beautiful piece of art. [LAUGHTER] And you should see it from this side of the stage. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Mom, uh, is also a wonderful choreographer, and years ago she showed us this very interesting and unique hula 

piece.  There’s really nothing like it that I know of.  And she found it in uh, her research, um, in the Emerson 

book.  When I was a little boy um, every night our grandmother would tell us the beautiful stories of mythology 

of Hawai‘i, the legends of the gods and goddesses in the days when they walked the earth.  And I always in my 

heart wanted to recreate those stories um, in the same way I saw them in my own mind as a—as a child.  So 

here’s a—an interesting story ... and the dance form is called the Hula Muumuu.  Could we have the stage lights 

down a little bit?  You can bring them up a little bit later. 

 

(17:13) 

 

[KB PLAYS GUITAR & NARRATES; MOANA BEAMER DANCES: Hula Muumuu] 

 

(23:32) 

 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: Moanalani Beamer. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

KB: My mom is a wonderful composer, and uh, as she approaches her 82nd year in about two weeks—Isn’t that pretty 

wonderful? 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: We’re gonna celebrate a little early by uh, playing uh, three of Mom’s songs that she wrote for the children of the 

Beamer family. 

 

NB:  Only three? 

 

KB: Only three. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB:  [CHUCKLES] 

 

KB: Yeah, I have a life, you know.  

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: You’re such a sweetie, honey. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB:  Isn’t he a sweetie? 

 

KB: Aaah, please. 

[APPLAUSE] 

NB: He’s such a sweet boy. 

 

KB: Thank you. 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: You guys are ... too nice. 
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NB: [CHUCKLES] 

 

KB: Uh, the—you wanna—maybe some of you might’ve heard these songs in—in sch—if you were going to school 

in—in Hawai‘i ’cause they became part of the uh, curriculum for uh, the keiki in—in Hawai‘i.  Wanna say 

anything else? 

 

NB: Well, maybe most of us know Pupu Hinuhinu? 

[CLAPPING] 

 

NB: We’ll start with Pupu Hinuhinu, and then to Kahuli Aku.  It’s a sweet little story about the tree shells and the 

kōlea birds that came to rescue the kāhuli.  And then it ends with a silly little song about catching shrimp in the 

mountain stream.  [CHUCKLES] I don’t know why Keola makes me work so hard?! 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: I should do something sweet and lovely. 

 

KB: This—this has its lovely moments.  

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: You know, when you work with the kūpuna, I got one rule when it comes to dancing.  No fall down. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: Thank you, darling, thank you. 

 

(25:41) 

 

[KB PLAYS GUITAR & SINGS: Pupu Hinuhinu, Kahuli Aku, Ka Huelo Opae; NB DANCES] 

 

(28:30) 

 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

KB: Nona Beamer. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

KB: Skirt was a little high in the back there, Mom. 

[LAUGHTER]  

KB: Back to therapy for me. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Just when you think you’re doing so well. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Little salute to Hawai‘i’s mental health. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: [CHUCKLES] Well, you’ve been a wonderful audience, and it’s been a—a great pleasure to um—Kinda the 

reason we’re here is to honor your beautiful um, kumu; the artform of the hula.  Hokulani and I were at 

Kamehameha together and graduated together.  So for many years we went through Kamehameha and always had 

a beautiful and lasting friendship.  Uh, the Long family and the—the Browns, uh, what beautiful ‘ohana with such 

wonderful roots.  But, of course, the—the Farden family’s Auntie Irmgard; we miss her so much.  How about a 

big hand for everybody who performed tonight? 

[APPLAUSE] 



       

      TRANSCRIPT: “NĀ KŪKULU” (The Pillars) PERFORMANCE       
      WITH NONA BEAMER & ʻOHANA 

 

Page 7 of 9 

KB: Thank you.  

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: We’re gonna say aloha tonight with a song that my grandfather wrote for my grandmother about her sparkling 

eyes.  Hui!  We’ll be needing you ... She doesn’t want me to play this too fast ... Mom, we’re gonna do this song 

now, Mom.  

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: I have to sit. 

 

KB: No, no, you have to dance. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Our kūpuna. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: I was gonna sit it out. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: I thought I was gonna sit down and rest. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB:  No, no, nooo.  You’re the star of the show. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: Thank you for being so sweet to me, Keola. 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: Ooh. 

 

NB: Mm-hm. [CHUCKLES] 

 

KB: Aaah. 

[APPLAUSE/LAUGHTER/CHEERS] 

NB: [CHUCKLES] All these years [CHUCKLES] 

[APPLAUSE] 

NB: All these years we’ve been working together, and he never once scolded me. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: Never once.  But I did fall down one time. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: That time she did got a little bit of a scolding. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Uh, Mom, you honor us with your integrity— 

 

NB: Oh, thank you. 

 

KB: --and your aloha.  How about a big hand? 

 

NB: Thank you— 

[APPLAUSE] 

NB: --thank you [CHUCKLES] 

 

(31:27) 
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[KB PLAYS GUITAR & SINGS: Kuʻu Hoa; NB NARRATES PARTS IN ENGLISH/HARMONIZES; NB, MB, ML 

DANCE HULA] 

 

(33:41) 

 

[APPLAUSE] 

KB: Aloha. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

AP: Keola Beamer and his Hula Supremes. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

AP: Moanalani, Maile, and—isn’t she da bomb— Nona Beamer. 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

AP: The Beamer ‘Ohana.  

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

AP: Auntie, you give ’em.  You give ’em, Auntie! 

[APPLAUSE/CHEERS] 

AP: That was good, Auntie, that good.  I enjoyed it.  Of course, I did.  Why you turn off my Auntie’s mic? 

[LAUGHTER] 

AP: That was fabulous.  And we never even do the Alphabet Song? 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: Oh, you remember that, my, from baby time. 

 

KB: You know, uh, Alakai, this is a true story.  That song cost me my job.  

[LAUGHTER] 

AP: Really?  What happened?  I wanna know the dish. 

 

KB: Well, my brother and I had played that song for so many years.  You know, we were like seventeen, eighteen, and 

Mom had this convention; there’s about 700 people there.  So we were pla—you know, we were making fun of 

the song; we were behind her going, [SINGING MONCKINGLY] 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: She looks out at the audience, sees 700 people; she looks at me and my brother, she says, Ladies and gentlemen, 

this is the last time my sons are going to work with me. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: And she fired us right on stage. 

[LAUGHTER] 

AP: And somehow, we’re back together. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: Thanks to my attorney, Mr. Cohen.  

[LAUGHTER] 

NB:  But the funny thing, the upshot of that story is that they hired me. 

[LAUGHTER] 

NB: And paid me money. 

[LAUGHTER]  

[APPLAUSE] 
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AP: All things happen for a reason, Auntie. 

[LAUGHTER] 

KB: We’d really love it if uh—Alakai, you stay with us—If—if you folks could join us in singing, standing, and 

singing Hawaii Aloha. 

 

[KB PLAYS GUITAR; NB NARRATES] 

 

NB:   Isn’t it wonderful to have a song that enriches us, fills our hearts, ‘Oli ē, ‘oli ē. Sing out.  Sing out.  Be joyous for 

the love of Hawai‘i. 

 

AP: Let’s let all the ‘ohana that are still here tonight come and join us.  The Browns, the Cummings, the Longs, the 

Fardens, and any Beamers in the audience, come on.  

 

(36:24) 

 

[KB PLAYS GUITAR; ALL SING: Hawaii Aloha; NB KĀHEA] 

 

NB: A hiki mai nō ‘oukou, a hiki pū nō me ke aloha. Aloha ē. 

 

(39:21) 

 

[CHEERS/APPLAUSE]  

AP: Ka Aha Hula o Hālauaola.  Remember, families are forever.  

 

[INDISTINCT CONVERSATION]  

[GUITAR MUSIC] 

 

[TEXT & PHOTO] 

Nona Beamer 

1923-2008 

 

[END] 

 


